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Volume 2010 #1 Editor: RenŽe Bucklin 

Westminster 
Chimes 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT 9 AM  &  11 AM  
Preschool through 8th Grade 

 
 

JANUARY 17TH 

The Time is Always Ripe to Do Right 
 Rev. Barbara Fast 

   
Thoughts on Dr. KingÕs message and this 
American life.  

 

JANUARY 24TH 

"Utrum sit Deus?" ("Is there a God?")  
Rev Jan Knost 

Universally speaking, the perennial question has 
always been "Is there a God?"  Humanity has 
wrestled with that conundrum for millennia. 
 And here we are, in a brand new decade, doing 
much the same thing.  This message seeks to 
outline some of the major treatments of that 
question, with a few sugary illustrations 
included.  Such considerations are always 
fascinating since one of perennial responses 
would be "is it possible ever to arrive at the 
truth?" 

 
JANUARY 31        ONE SERVICE 10AM 

The World Cannot Be Saved  
Rev Barbara Fast 

 

Congregational Meeting to follow. 

FROM THE PRESIDENTÕS DESK 

 
The Building Committee and the Board have 
been moving methodically towards setting the 
path towards a new Parish House.  There are 
many decisions you will be called upon to make over the 
next few months.  The Board did approve the hiring of local 
lawyer Jim Lawless to perform the required site survey work 
in order for us to move forward with the design.  If you 
recall, Jim has done work for us in the past, most recently, 
preparing the necessary paperwork and surveying for the 
subdivision of the property.  We feel very confident that this 
important survey work will be accomplished with equal 
professionalism and accuracy. 
 
One aspect of building new is in remembering the old.  Our 
existing Parish House holds much history and many 
memories that should not be lost.  We would like to form a 
small committee whose charge would be to preserve that 
history Ð through recording stories, taking pictures, and 
preserving the many newspaper clippings and historical 
documents that record the important times in the life of this 
congregation.  As we move forward, we must find ways to 
honor and celebrate our emotional attachment to this 
building and the importance it has had in shaping our lives 
and in building Westminster.  Is this something YOU would 
like to participate in?  Call me.  LetÕs talk. 
 
Lastly, donÕt forget our congregational meeting set for 
Sunday, January 31, following one 10 am service.  The order 
of business will be a final discussion relative to the 
monopole, hear a building committee update and adopt the 
2010 budget.  See you there. 
 

Faithfully, 
Jan Searles, 
       President of the Board of Trustees 

 
 



 

 
 
Dear Friends          January 11, 2010  
 
 
 
2010 has begun. The budget is being finalized, your building committee is moving forward. The Sharing 
Locker will be opening its cupboards for the community this February.  I want to thank you for your 
generous contributions for the ministerÕs discretionary fund. The free will offerings from our three 
Christmas Eve services totaled $1594.15. Thank you! Thank you!  

I know UUÕs have strong opinions about the Bible.  Your enthusiastic response to the sermon on the Book 
of Job was encouraging and your interest in a study group is energizing.  Cindy Reiser has offered to 
facilitate this program with me. The signup sheet is up in Fellowship Hall.   

Where do you ÒstandÓ in relationship to this book?  When I begin a program that involves reflecting on 
texts in the bible I put the book on a chair in the center of the room and ask folks to find a place that 
illustrates their relationship to this book. Would you go to a far corner, turn your back or even leave the 
room?  Or would you hold it in your hands?  W.E. Channing wrote that he could think of no other book that 
required so much rational thinking on part of human being.  The Bible is just one of our wisdom texts, but 
it is a significant text for our western culture.  

I think I chose to preach about Job because I was travelling to New Orleans. The citizens of New Orleans 
endured great physical, emotional, psychological and spiritual suffering.   Now I am in New Orleans as part 
of a social work seminar with my husband Jonathan.  Today we met with the directors and staff of several 
agencies that responded to the trauma once they were allowed back into the city, and continue to do so. 
They too suffered. Some found their own homes flooded, unlivable.  Still they take comfort and strength 
from the fact that they rose to a great challenge, used their skills to respond to the tragedy.    While it was 
difficult to hear some of the stories, they also spoke about the opportunity that can be found within crisis, 
and about the gratitude they feel to know the city had not been forgotten. 

 I learned that the ChildrenÕs Bureau, an agency over 100 years old that works with children also works 
within the Dibert School. That is the school that we sent money to two years ago with the help of Carolyn 
GoldmanÕs book sale initiative. The children sent us lovely drawings with many ÒthanksyousÓ for their new 
books. 

It has taken years for homes to be restored. So many are yet to be restored. In St. Bernard Parish there had 
been 27,000 homes. 100% of the homes were rendered uninhabitable, 67,000 were suddenly homeless, 
because of standing flood waters that rose from between 4 to 20 feet for four weeks. Only one third of the 
residents have been able to return home. Most are in FEMA trailers.   

Tuesday and Wednesday we will be building with the St. Bernard Project. So far over 12,000 volunteers 
have transformed gutted houses for about $15,000 a home and have helped more than 200 families return 
home. The religious work to find ways to respond and make the connections we share manifest in this 
world.   I look forward to sharing some of my experience with you Sunday.  

 
.   

In good faith and with love,     
           Rev. Barbara 
 



 

Religious Education 
Program 
Renee Pierre 

Director of Religious Education 
 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 9-4 & by appointment  
 

UPCOMING RE CALENDAR:  
January 17:   
K&1 OWL Class Celebration; Children & Parents 
attend  
Grades 1-6 Begin in the Sanctuary  
 
January 24:   
Term 3 Begins 
All children begin in their classrooms 
 
TERM 3 TEACHING TEAMS & 
CURRICULA:  
PreK/K- Kerrie Bross & Vikki Paull; Rainbow 
Seekers by Roberta Altamari 
Grades 1&2 Ð Kristen Morelli & Sunny Dennis; 
Famous Unitarian Universalists by J. Adourian 
Grades 3&4 Ð Stephen Paull & Jamie LaSalle; 
Famous Unitarian Universalists by J. Adourian 
Grades 5&6 Ð Lauren Kalian & Dan Aubin; 
Famous Unitarian Universalists by J. Adourian 
 
KEEP UP WITH WHATÕS HAPPENING IN 
RE:  http://wuc-re.blogspot.com/ 

Renee 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER  

ALL WOMEN WELCOME  
 

We meet every Thursday evening. 

Setup/Meeting:    7:00 to 7:15 PM 
Announcements:  7:15 to 7:30PM 
Program:              7:30 to 8:45 PM 
Place:                    Fellowship Hall 

Our Mission/Statement of Purpose is to enhance 
and encourage: 
    * Spirituality * Support of each other 
 
Jan. 14th Ð  Scouting Memories 
Jan. 21th Ð Potluck & planning 
Jan. 28th Ð  Bridget Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  

!
The Membership Committee will meet Sunday, 
January 17, 2010 at 12:15 in the Woodbury Room 
to discuss our process and identify what needs to 
be done. 

Cele Mark, Laurie Tyce 

 

Date:    Saturday, January 16 
Time:   5-6:30 PM 
Place:   In the Sanctuary 

 
What:  JUST PLAIN FOLK:  
 

A monthly Sing Along for all ages 
 
Lew Triestman on guitar, Rob DeLong on Banjo & 
Harmonica, and Naomi Schick to help lead the 
singing.  Bring your friends too. 

Guest at your Table boxes  
 

Due No Later Than Sunday January 17, 2010 
 

Bring boxes (with checks made out to 
ÒUUSC-Guest At Our TableÓ rather than 
change) to the sanctuary between now and 
then  

Sharing Locker 
 
        Item of the Month of January 

 
Shampoo 



 

 
GROWING STEWARDSHIP AND 

GENEROSITY CONFERENCE 

Saturday, January 30 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm 

$10 each 

Light lunch, snacks, beverages provided 
Unitarian Church of Barnstable 

 

Growing stewardship and generosity in 
congregations is everyone's business.  This 
important workshop, sponsored by the 
Ballou Channing District, will discuss strategies for 
effective fundraising, year-round stewardship, 
growing generosity for all ages.   
The presenters are:  Laurel Amabile, UUA Office 
of Stewardship and Generosity, and Rev. Bob 
Thayer, BCD, APF Committee Representative. 
 If you are interested in attending, please register 
through the BCD office 508-559-6650 or online 
BCDOffice@verizon.net. 

 

MOVIE NIGHT UPDATE  

Dear Friends at Westminster, 
!

It has been a blessing to have been responsible for 
the monthly movie nights on the second Friday of 
each month. 
 

I started in October of 2008 not knowing how long 
I would be able to run this event. The original goal 
was 6 months to a year. After 15 movies, the time 
has come for me to pass the reins over to new 
leadership. My friend, Meryn, will be taking over 
in January, and I will be assisting her as needed. 
 

She will be switching the movie nights to the third 
Saturday night of each month. She will also have to 
cancel or move them to a different date if there is a 
potluck falling on the date that particular month. 
A special THANK YOU to all those who attended 
the movies and supported me by 
providing transportation. 
 

I also couldn't have done it without the help of 
Bruce Cousineau and his family setting up 
the projection and sound equipment. 
 

         Nathan DeSisto (the movie guy) 

JANUARYÕS CHARITY OF THE 
MONTH Ð CROSSROADS RI 

 
Westminster shares unrestricted cash placed in our 
collection basket 50/50 with a different charity 
each month. With approval from our minister and 
Board of Trustees, the Share the Plate Committee 
has selected Crossroads RI for the month of 
January.  
 
Crossroads Rhode Island is the largest homeless 
services organization in the state. They provide 
assistance 24-hours a day, seven days a week, for a 
broad spectrum of Rhode Islanders. They work to 
solve both the immediate and long-term needs of 
people in desperate situations, and they are 
committed to preserving individual dignity and 
respect for all people, at all times. 

 
Underlying all actions, policies, plans, procedures 
and decisions are the following values: 

¥ Safety - providing an environment free 
from physical and emotional harm and 
ensuring a feeling of security and comfort 
to all. 

¥ Respect - acknowledging the intrinsic 
worth of every person. 

¥  Effectiveness - delivering services and 
managing the organization with efficiency, 
professionalism, innovation and timeliness. 

Guidelines for Donations 
 

1. Checks and Cash Envelopes written out to 
WESTMINSTER will go 100% to 
Westminster. 

2. If you wish to contribute directly to the charity, 
please write a SEPARATE check to the charity.  
Your contribution is tax deductible.   

 
3. Unrestricted Cash will be split 50/50 between 

Westminster and the Charity. 
 

For questions about Sharing the Plate, please 
contact a member of the Committee: Kristen 
Morelli, Bill Stone, Celia Humphreys or Nathan 
DeSisto. To make a charitable organization 
suggestion, please fill out a Nomination Form 
located in our mailbox, and available on our 
website. 



 

 
 

CHURCH INCLEMENT 
WEATHER/CLOSING  POLICY  

Your safety is our greatest concern. When snow or 
other conditions make it likely that travel will be 
difficult and unsafe, Rev. Barbara and Janet 
Searles, our Board Chair will consult to decide if it 
is in the best interests of the congregation to cancel 
Sunday Services. When services are cancelled we 
will notify you no later then 7AM in these ways: 

1. CHIMES e mail list serve. 
2. Local RI Radio and TV stations. 
3. On the office answering machine. 
 

IMPROVING OUR STEWAR DSHIP OF 
CREATION  

WHERE ARE THE RESOURCES WE 
NEED?  

La SALLE ACADEMY 
612 Academy Ave, 

Providence, RI 
Thursday, February 11, 2010 

 4:30 pm - 9:20 pm 
 

A conference for clergy, lay leaders, parents, 
educators, business people, students and other 
interested persons. 

Informative workshops including Interfaith 
Community Gardens, This Old House of Worship, 
Climate Change Impacts and Implications for the 
Ocean State, A Grateful Way of Living, 
Permaculture for Sustainability, Environmental 
Education  

A KEYNOTE PANEL directing you to 
RESOURCES and PROGRAMS to become more 
energy efficient, including US STIMULUS 
FUNDS   
 
Panelists: Ken Payne, Executive Consultant, RI 
Office of Energy Resources; Thomas Coughlin, 
National Grid Program Manager, Energy 
Efficiency and Distributed Resources; Karina Lutz, 
Deputy Director, Peoples Power and Light; Bob 
Chew, President, Alteris Inc.; Bonnie Sekeres, 
Executive Director, Shalom Apartments; Fr. John 
Codega, Pastor, Christ the King Church, West 
Warwick  

Panel Moderator: Rabbi Amy Levin, Temple Torat-
Yisrael, Cranston.  

 

(See Flyer) 

   

 
Congregational Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 31, 2010 

 following one 10 am service. 
 

The Order of Business 
 

a final discussion relative to the 
monopole, 

 
hear a building committee update 

 
and 

 
adopt the 2010 budget. 



 

WEB SITE UPDATES 

Check out the Westminster web siteÕs new look and 
feel. Besides the obvious design changes, weÕve 
made several important changes behind the scenes. 
Previously our web host and web site development 
tool were one and the same. But that was no longer 
giving us the capabilities we need to move forward 
with more features in the future. We were facing a 
deadline of the end of 2009 to make a change from 
the old host and development tool to new ones. 

Well, Chris Lewis, Bo Pickard and Larry Burgess 
came to the rescue. Chris spent much time 
researching development tools. We decided on 
Drupal, a free software package that allows an 
individual or a community of users to easily 
publish, manage and organize a wide variety of 
content on a website. Bo investigated web hosting 
sites, and we switched to UUism Networks. UUism 
Networks is dedicated to providing discount Web 
Hosting for UUs, UU Web Masters, UU Churches, 
and related organizations. Its purpose is to provide 
low-cost services by combining the buying power 
of several UU organizations. 

Chris, Larry and Bo did the Herculean task of 
converting our old web site to the new site. And 
weÕre not finished yet. WeÕre still working on 
updating the web site content, and weÕll be making 
decisions on updated menu options in the near 
future. 

We have a new calendar option, using Google 
Calendar, but we havenÕt converted the current 
Westminster calendar yet. So right now, there is just 
a couple of weekÕs worth of calendar entries. Once 
we get the calendar converted, everyone will be 
able to view the Westminster calendar on the web 
site. 

For the time being, thereÕs a User Login on the 
lower left side of the web page, used by the web 
development team to update the web site contents. 
Please just ignore the User Login. 

So please visit to the updated Westminster web site  
(http://www.westminsteruu.org) and let us know 
what you think. You may contact any member of 
the web team (Larry Burgess, Chris Lewis, Bo 
Pickard, or Celia Humphreys). Or you may use the 
ÒContact UsÓ feature on the web site that allows 
you to send feedback to the web team. 

 

 

 

ÒDEAR FRIENDS: 

All of us here at the International Institute are most 
grateful to you for your generous gift of $312.69 in 
support of our Refugee Resettlement Program 
through your Charity of the Month program.  
International Institute RhodeIsland is pleased to 
report your gift will be matched 100% by a special 
grant from the Rhode Island Foundation for 
emergency assistance to our refugees.  This support 
of our cause is greatly appreciated by all our clients, 
board members, and staff. 

In the past five months, IIRI has already resettled a 
record number of 130 new refugees from a wide 
range of countries, including Iraq, Liberia and 
Nepal.  Your gift will make it possible for IIRI to 
welcome even more refugees into their new 
homeland. 

Thanks to you, a refugee will find a safe place to 
live.  And, thanks to you, a refugee will become a 
citizen and fully vested in our community.  
Together we can create a world in which diversity is 
cherished as one of our most valuable national 
resources. 

Thank you again for your support.  We are so 
honored that you chose to invest in the work of the 
International Institute. 

                         Sincerely, 

William Shuey Executive Director 

 
 
 



 

WESTMINSTER CALENDAR  
 

 
1/14    7:00 PM WOW  (FH) 
1/16    9:00 AM Ethical Eating (CH) 
1/16    5:00 PM Just Plain Folk (CH) 
1/16    7:00 PM  Movie Night (FH) 
1/17    9/11 AM   Religious Education 
1/17    9/11 AM   Worship 
1/17  10:15 AM  Social Responsibility Com. (W) 
1/17  12:15 PM  Membership Comm. M(W) 
1/17    6:30 PM   RE Youth Group (FH) 
1/19    6:30 PM   Yoga  (FH) 
1/19    6:30 PM   Green Sanctuary TF (W) 
1/19    7:00 PM   COM 
1/20    6:00 PM   Shawl Ministry (W) 
1/20     6:15 PM   Jr. Choir (CH 
1/20     7:15 PM   Sr. Choir (CH) 
1/21     7:00 PM   WOW (FH) 
1/21     7:00 PM   MenÕs Group 
1/24   9/11 AM  Worship  
1/24   9/11 AM    RE 
1/26   6:30 PM    Yoga  (FH) 
1/26   7:00 PM   RE Committee (W) 
1/27    9:30 AM    Chimes Mailing (RR)  
1/27    6:00 PM    Buddhist Meditation (FH) 
1/27    6:15 PM     Jr. Choir (CH) 
1/27    7:15 PM    Sr. Choir (CH) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHIMES DEADLINES 
 

DEADLINE: January 21st 
t 

MAILING:    January 27th 

 

 

 

WESTMINSTER CONTACT 
INFORMATION  

Westminster Unitarian Church welcomes all individuals 
without regard to race, color, physical challenge, sexual 
orientation, age, or national origin. 

Church Office:        401-884-5933 
Fax Number:       401-885-2710 
Minister:        Barbara Fast  
     ministerÕs study:      401-884-3561 
Religious Ed Coordinator:   Renee Pierre  
Music Director:       Nonetta Shatakhtsian 
Office Administrator:      Judy Brown 
E-mail:   westminsteruu@verizon.net  
Website: www.westminsteruu.org  
 

Office Hours: 9AM  to  1 PM   Monday - Friday  

 

 

WESTMINSTER WORSHIP 
VOLUNTEERS 

January 17 
Ushers:     9:00 AM      Renee Bucklin 

   11:00 AM    
Flowers: Volunteer needed 
 
January 24 
Ushers:     9:00 AM         
  11:00 AM     
Flowers: Volunteer needed   

 
 

To volunteer, write your name on the schedule in 
Fellowship Hall, or contact Judy Brown, the Office 
Administrator. 

If you prefer to have the Chimes e-mailed to you, 
please contact Judy Brown in the Church office 
weekdays between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

The Caring Circle is Here to Help You 
 

If you have experienced a setback that has left you or 
a family member ill, or in need of meals, visits, rides 
or other help, please contact Nancy Rieser or Rev. 
Barbara Fast (phone 401-884-3561). 



 

Rhode Island Interfaith Power & Light    www.riipl.org 

presents:  

Improving Our Stewardship Of Creation 
 Where are the resources we need? 

 La SALLE ACADEMY, 612 Academy Avenue, Providence, RI        
Thursday February 11, 2010, 4:30 pm - 9:20 pm  

A conference for clergy, lay leaders, parents, educators, business people, students and other interested persons.  

4:30 pm Ð 7:00 pm Exhibits Open/Registration/Workshops Register on-line at  
www.riipl.org/pre_register2010.htm today!. Exhibits have been selected to inform the faith-based community about the 
options and subsidies available today to become better stewards of Creation.  
5:45 – 6:35 : concurrent workshops >>  

This Old House of Worship Carol Wilson, President of Wilson Educational Services, specializes in teaching 
congregations how to identify wasted energy in their house of worship and develops custom plans for trapping the energy, 
the related greenhouse gases, and saving money for the congregation.  

Interfaith Community Gardens: Climate Crisis Led by Bishop C. Dale White of St. PaulÕs UMC, Newport. . Major 
religions all teach the stewardship of the earth as a core value. With global warming and peak oil looming on the horizon, local food 
production is essential Many congregations and schools are surrounded by large lawns, and the back yards of members and 
neighbors offer plots for growing fresh vegetables. With the economic down-turn, more and more families struggle to put healthy 
food on their tables. What are benefits of community gardening? What models in the region show us the way? How do we start? 
What resources are available in Rhode Island?  

Climate Change Impacts and Implications for the Ocean State Pam Rubinoff, Coastal Management 
Specialist, URI, will review recent findings of global climate change trends and projections, and highlight 
potential implications for Rhode Island’s communities and ecosystems. A short discussion will follow.  

6:35 pm, Refreshments and Opening Meditation  
7:15 pm – 8:15 pm Keynote Panel  

“Where are the resources we need?” Moderator: Rabbi Amy Levin, Temple Torat-Yisrael, Cranston. 
Panelists Ken Payne, Chief, RI Office of Energy Resources; Thomas Coughlin, National Grid Program Manager, 
Energy Efficiency and Distributed Resources; Karina Lutz, Deputy Director, Peoples Power and Light; Bob Chew, 
President, Alteris Inc.; Bonnie Sekeres, Executive Director, Shalom Apartments; Fr. John Codega, Pastor, Christ 
King Church, West Warwick  

8:15 – 8:30 pm Refreshments  
8:30 – 9:20 pm Concurrent Workshops and Exhibits >>  

Environmental Education and Kingian Nonviolence Robin Wildman, creator of Sari's Sanctuary: an 
Outdoor River Classroom, and educator in Wakefield and URI. This workshop will cover how I utilize the natural 
world to teach children to be stewards of the waterways in our local watershed, and how their families' behavior can 
affect everyone in the community. In addition, students have been trained in nonviolence conflict reconciliation, based on 
Martin Luther King's philosophy. I will show how nonviolent behavior has a direct correlation and positive impact on 
personal habits and the environment.  

Grateful Way of Living: Rev. Barbara Fast, Westminster Unitarian Church, East Greenwich. Sages say that 
the only prayer we really need is, "Thank You". What would a spiritual practice of gratitude look like when we think about 
our earth and climate change? What inspires us to live a more environmentally ethical life? What do faith traditions teach 
us about our relationship to creation; and to sustainable practices in our everyday life? From ethical eating, to taking a day 
off from driving, Rev. Fast will encourage us to affirm and discover ways in which we can commit to simple spiritual 
practices that will help us sustain hope as we mitigate climate change  

Permaculture: Greater Sustainability and Thoughful Stewardship, Steve Whitman, planner and Certified 
Permaculture Designer. What is Permaculture about and why is it important to you? What could it mean to your 
community? How does it differ from other approaches to Sustainability? This session is especially useful for 
homeowners, community organizers, design professionals, farmers and gardeners. If you are working toward a 
sustainable future and want practical tools and applicable methodologies, then this session is for you!  
Special thanks to La Salle Academy for their support and cooperation. 


